
Spiritual  Awakening  at
Arizona State University

About  five  years  ago,  the
Sentinel Group, directed by George Otis, Jr., began working
with a small ministry in Tempe, AZ, called LoveASU. Comprised
of intercessors, ministry workers, and students, the group had
been inspired by Transformations videos to pray for spiritual
awakening on the campus of Arizona State University (ASU).

In recent months, this university has been in the grip of a
spiritual awakening. United prayer is a major factor behind
these developments. After several tough years, during which
campus ministries tended to go their own way, things changed
in  the  fall  of  2017.  Instead  of  the  usual  two  to  three
ministries coming together before God, prayer events at the
local  Campus  Christian  Center  experienced  a  three-fold
increase in intercessory participants.

Last year, a dozen ministries united behind a 40-day prayer
focus, during which petitions were lifted day and night from
within  a  tent  erected  near  the  main  campus  square.  The
initiative was so fruitful, the ministries decided to continue
the effort over the balance of the academic semester. In fall
2018,  the  tally  of  participating  ministries  and  campus
churches reached 17. A fresh 56-day campaign drew prodigals,
atheists,  Muslims,  New  Agers,  and  students  suffering  from
depression. In addition to witnessing numerous conversions,
healings, and deliverances, the intercessors also watched God
begin to move among the university faculty and administration.

One  of  the  more  significant  breakthroughs  involved  the
school’s Interfaith Council of Religious Advisors. For years,
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the woman directing the council was motivated to establish ASU
as a model of the global interfaith movement. As time went by,
her attitude toward Christians hardened, and ministries found
their access to campus facilities severely limited.

Faced  with  this  opposition,  students  and  ministry  leaders
began to pray that God would either change this woman’s heart
or install someone more sympathetic.

Within a period of weeks, this woman disappeared from the
Interfaith Council. Today, the council is headed by the son of
a Baptist minister. Even more dramatic has been the departure
from the university of an atheist professor who routinely
packed out an auditorium on campus by bringing in atheist
luminaries  such  as  Richard  Dawkins  and  the  late  Stephen
Hawking.sentinelgroup.org

Transforming  winds  have  also  been  coursing  through  the
university’s athletic department. In late 2018, more than 100
Christian student athletes attended an all-sport gathering in
the  men’s  football  facility,  worshiping,  praying,  and
listening  to  inspirational  messages.  An  estimated  20–30
football players have turned their lives over to Jesus in
recent months. As one student athlete told Otis, “The identity
of ASU is being flipped.”

–GEORGE OTIS, The Sentinel Group, adapted from a Nov. 15,
2018, email.
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